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I. Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Currently amended) A header for a heat exchanger, comprising: 

a substantially planar base portion extending lateral^ defining a 
width and longitudinally defining a length; and 

a pair of step portions, each step portion extending lcngitudinally 
along a respective side of the base portion and extending laterally at an 
angle as a-^stfoight-Qf a curved segment from the plane of the base 
portion, each step portion being substantially shorter than the /vidth of the 
planar base portion, the header being provided with a plurality of 
substantially parallel slots spaced apart along the length of :he header, 
each slot having an elongate section extending across the \»/idth of the 
base portion and end sections extending from the elongate section into 
the step portions of the header. 

2. (Original) The header of claim 1, wherein the end sections each have a 
terminal end spaced apart from the plane of the base portion, thereby 
defining a separation distance. 

3. (Original) The header of claim 2, wherein the separation distance is from 
about 2 mm to about 20 mm. 
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4. (Original) The header of claim 1, wherein the spacing between adjacent 
slots is between about 4 mm to 15 mm. 

5. (Original) The header of claim 1 , wherein the elongate section of the slots 
each have a length of about 3 mm to 85 mm. 

6. (Original) The header of claim 1, wherein the end sections each have a 
length of about 2.5 mm to 28 mm. 

7. (Original) The header of claim 1, further comprising an equal plurality of 
substantially flat tubes, each tube being inserted into a respecti/e slot. 

8. (Original) The header of claim 7, wherein each tube is brazed, j;oldered t or 
mechanically assembled to the respective slot. 

9. (Original) The header of claim 8, wherein the juncture between each tube 
and the elongate section of a respective slot defines a trans tion line of 
deformation. 

10. (Original) The header of claim 9, wherein the transition line of deformation 
is spaced apart from the highest stress concentrations. 
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11. (Original) The header of claim 10, wherein the highest stress 
concentrations occur on the tube at or near the location of 1he juncture 
between the terminal ends of the end sections and the tube. 
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